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Invention of Hugo Cabret 

By Brian Selznick 

1. Where does Hugo live? Hugo lives in the walls of the train station in Paris.  

2. An old man owned a booth in the Paris train station, what did he sell? Toys  

3. Hugo was stealing toys from the old man's booth. One day the man caught him stealing a wind-up mouse. 

What did the old man do? He called for the Inspector to help. The old man held Hugo and made him empty his 

pockets. The old man kept everything that Hugo had including a notebook that had Hugo's drawings in it.  

4. What kinds of pictures were in the notebook? Pictures of a robot drawn by Hugo. The pictures angered the 

old man.  

5. Hugo tended all 27 clocks in the train station. Who taught him how to care for the clocks? Hugo's uncle 

taught him how to keep all 27 clocks running. 

6. Hugo followed the old man home hoping to get his notebook back. When Hugo threw a rock at the window 

of the old man's apartment, who looked out the window? A young girl who Hugo had often seen at the toy 

booth in the train station.  

7. What did the girl promise Hugo about his notebook? She promised she would not let Papa Georges burn the 

notebook. Papa Georges was not her father.  

8. When Hugo got back to his secret apartment at the train station, what did he do? He went to his closet and 

uncovered a mechanical man made entirely of clock works.  

9. What was the mechanical man called? An automaton  

10. Hugo's father worked at a clock museum. He found the automaton in the museum in the attic. It was broken 

and rusted. What could it do if it was fixed? It could write. 

11. Hugo and his father became obsessed with fixing the automaton. What happened to Hugo's father one night 

in the museum while he was working on it? The guard forgot that Hugo's father was working in the attic and 

locked the door, trapping Hugo's father inside. A fire started and killed Hugo's father and ruined the automaton.  

12. What is a horologist? A clock maker  

13. How did Hugo come to live in the Paris train station? Hugo's Uncle Claude was the train station timekeeper. 

When Hugo's father died, Uncle Claude took in Hugo. He taught him how to care for the clocks and how to 

steal.  

14. One night Uncle Claude did not come home. After 3 days Hugo decided to run away. Where did he find 

himself as he was running away? He found himself in front of the burnt down clock museum.  

15. What did Hugo find in the wreckage of the clock museum? The automaton 
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16. Hugo lugged the automaton back to the apartment in the train station. He knew in order to stay there alone 

and work on the automaton that he must do something. What did he need to do? He must make it seem like 

Uncle Claude was still there keeping the clocks so he could work on the automaton.  

17. What did Hugo think the automaton would do if he could get it to write?  

Hugo felt sure when the automaton wrote it would answer all his questions and tell him what to do now that he 

was alone.  

18. When Hugo saw the old man the next day I what did the old man give him? The man gave him a tied up 

handkerchief with ashes in it. Hugo was devastated that the man had burned his father's notebook.  

19. When Hugo got up the next morning, he went to get a cup of coffee. What did the note that was left at his 

table say? Come to the booksellers. Your notebook was not burned.  

20. Who wrote the note? The girl who lived with the old man. 

21. Hugo went to the old man and demanded his notebook. What did the old man do? He gave Hugo a broom 

and told him to be useful. He gave him money to get coffee and croissants. He gave Hugo a broken toy and told 

him to fix it.  

22. After Hugo fixed the wind up mouse, what did the old man propose to Hugo? He told Hugo that he must 

come work and then MAYBE he would get his notebook back.  

23. What did the old man do while Hugo was working in the booth? He did amazing card tricks.  

24. The girl's name was Isabelle. She worked at the book seller. When Hugo found a book on card tricks what 

did she do for him? She gave him the money to buy the book.  

25. How did Isabelle come to live with Papa Georges? Isabelle's parents died when she was a baby. Papa 

Georges and his wife were her godparents, so they took her and raised her. 

26. Isabelle introduced Hugo to her friend, Etienne. Etienne worked at the movie theater. What happened when 

Etienne was supposed to sneak the kids into a movie? When Hugo and Isabelle got to the movie theater, they 

found out that Etienne had been fired. He was fired for sneaking children into the movies.  

27. How did Hugo and Isabelle get into the movies without the help of Etienne? Isabelle picked the lock.  

28. When Hugo and Isabelle got back to the train station the inspector was there. Hugo panicked and ran. 

Isabelle followed but fell. What did Hugo notice around her neck when she fell? A key  

29. When Hugo went to the toy booth in the morning the old man was angry. Why? The old man thought that 

Hugo broke into his house and stole the notebook. Isabelle had it but wouldn't give it to Hugo.  

30. Before Hugo ran away, he went to Isabelle to give her a hug. What was he really doing? He took the key 

from around her neck. 
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31. When Hugo got back to his room, what did he do with the key? He tried the key in the heart-shaped keyhole 

in the back of the automaton.  

32. Who burst into Hugo's room as he was about to turn on the automaton? Isabelle  

33. Isabelle was angry and wanted to know why Hugo stole the key. What did she do when she saw the key in 

the back of the automaton? She turned it on.  

34. What was the message written by the automaton? There was no message, just a series of disconnected 

markings. There was something missing! 

35. Hugo was broken-hearted that the automaton didn't make sense. It kept making markings, and then what did 

the automaton do? The mechanical man made a drawing.  

36. What was the drawing? The drawing was of Hugo's father's favorite movie about the man in the moon. It 

was the man in the moon’s eye. 

37. The automaton signed the drawing with what name? Georges Melies - Papa Georges 

38. Isabelle was sure that Hugo stole the machine from Papa Georges after she saw it signed Papa Georges 

name. What did she do then? Isabelle grabbed the key and the drawing and ran. Hugo fought her and the 

drawing ripped in half.  

39. When the children got back to Papa George's house they showed the drawing to his wife. What did she 

make the children promise? She made them promise never to tell Papa Georges about the drawing that the 

automaton drew.  

40. Papa Georges came home. Mama Jeanne told the children to stay in the bedroom until Hugo could sneak 

out. What did they find in the armoire (chest) when she left the room? In a hollow space at the top of the chest 

was a box full of drawings by Georges Melies.  

41. Isabelle fell while getting the box of drawings and they spilled out all over the floor. What did Papa Georges 

do when he saw the drawings? Papa Georges got very upset. He began to rip up the drawings. The children 

stopped him and Mama Jeanne put him to bed. 

42. Hugo had a plan. He would go to the film library and find out about his father's favorite movie, the one with 

the pictures of the moon that the automaton drew. What did he find at the Academy of Film? First, he found 

Etienne who had started a new job there. Then Hugo found the book, “A Trip to the Moon”, his father's favorite 

movie. The movie was made by Georges Melies, Papa Georges.  

43. Isabelle came to Hugo's room and told Hugo that Papa Georges was ill with fever. Hugo showed her the 

book from the Film Academy. What else did he tell her? Hugo told Isabelle the whole story of how he got the 

automaton. He also told her Etienne and the author of the book were going to see Papa Georges.  

44. Who kept the toy booth open while Papa Georges was ill? Hugo and Isabelle came after school.  
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45. When Etienne and Mr. Tabard went to visit Papa Georges, what did they bring with them? They brought a 

projector and the movie, "A Trip to the Moon". 

46. Mama Jeanne allowed the two men to show the movie to Hugo and Isabelle, trying not to disturb Papa 

Georges in the bedroom. Who was standing at the doorway when the movie ended? Papa Georges  

47. What did Mr. Tabard tell Papa Georges that he remembered from a meeting with Papa Georges as a young 

boy? Papa Georges told Mr. Tabard that movies are where dreams are made. Hugo remembered his father said 

that a movie was like seeing your dreams in the middle of the day.  

48. Papa Georges told everyone his story of making the movie and how he lost it all after the war. What did he 

do with the automaton? Pap Georges donated his automaton to a museum. When the museum burned down, he 

thought that it was lost forever.  

49. When Hugo was going back to the train station to get the automaton to give to Papa Georges, what did he 

overhear at the newsstand on the way there? He overheard the police found his uncle at the bottom of the river. 

50. How did the people in the train station think that the clocks had been kept working? They thought the train 

station was haunted.  

51. Hugo was taken to jail in the train station by the Inspector for stealing milk in the train station shops. When 

the police came Hugo escaped. Where did he run to? Hugo was confused and ran right onto the train tracks with 

a train coming right at him. He was pulled up by the Inspector at the last moment and Hugo fainted.  

52. When Hugo woke up, where was he and who was with him? Papa Georges and Isabelle were with him in 

the Inspector's office in the train station.  

53. Hugo told his whole story to the Inspector. Where did he go when they freed him? Hugo went to live with 

Papa Georges. The automaton was broken again but they would fix it together.  

54. Six months later - Hugo had his own room and was back in school. What was happening the night he wore a 

tuxedo? There was a special opening at the Film Academy celebrating the works of Georges Mieles. 

55. At the party after the film showing, Hugo was doing magic tricks. Papa Georges came over and put his hand 

on Hugo's shoulder. What did Papa Georges say to Hugo? "This is the first performance of Professor 

ALCOFRISBAS." Papa Georges named Hugo after a character in his films.  

56. The book was based on fact about the automaton and Georges Mieles. Where is the real automaton that was 

repaired? It draws four pictures and writes three different poems and is found at the Franklin Institute in 

Philadelphia, PA. 


